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Hemiptera, commonly known dsue Bugs, is a large and diverse order of insects with over 80,000 described species
worldwide, of which 5,650 are in Australia. Additionally, there are many that have yet to be discovered or are currently
undescribed. This publication includes rare sightings and a number of undescribed species. It also includes a couple of
species of which my photos are the only ones in the world.

The defining feature bfemiptera is their piercingucking mouthparts, which are adapted for feeding on plant sap, other
insects, or animal fluids. Unlike chewing insects like Beetles, they halleegbaabscis or rostrum which is formed

from modified mandibles and maxillae. | have even seeHamiptera (Assassin Bugs) use their proboscis as a very
effective and precise hunting tool!

The wordHemipterac omes from t he Greek words 6 hemi d meaning ©Oha
fact that the forewingedmelytradf many species (particularly those of the suhidederoptera) are half leathery and

half membranous (see following page for more details). Originally, the subordeiemijitéra that did not have this

wing feature were classed uttienoptera( me ani ng &smopterd ienowdefnngt@nd they are all classed
underHemiptera even though their forewings may be uniform.

Hemiptera are found in nearly every habitat and include both terrestrial and aquatic species. | have found them in water, in
trees, on leaves, on the ground, on flowers and on leaves. Members of this group range from the tiny Aphids and Psyllids, t
the larger Shield Bugs and Cicadas.

As opposed to Beetles and Lepidoptera (Moths and Butterflies) which undergo a Complete Metamorphosis with vastly
differentlooking stages (egtarva- pupa- adult) Hemiptera go through an Incomplete Metamorphosis {aeggiphal

instars adult) in which the immature stages called nymphs, resemble the adult but lack fully developed wings and
reproductive organdemiptera develop and grow gradually through successive moults until they reach adulthood.

SadlyHemipteraar e often | abeled as O6pestsd, over shadowing t he
and food sources for other animals. This narrow view ignores their diversity, beauty and ecological value, and reduces thes
complex, interconnected critters to mere nuisances in-bentared systems like agriculture and gardening.
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True Bugs, Hoppers, Cicadas, Aphids, ScaleHemiptera

An a.tO my pronotum scutellum

corium - thickened
leathery base of forewing
(hemelytron)

antenna — \

membranous tip of fore-
wing (hemelytron)

connexivum- lateral
plates on the abdomen

plural) simple eye

compound eye leg

The ordeHemiptera literally means halfing. Below is a photo of a

Brown Shield Bug, Poecilometis strigatustaking flight. All four
wings (and their differences) can be clearly seen: the forewings have
thickened base while the tip is membranous. The hindwings are full
membranous.

Left shows the
underside of a

Poecilometis
Bgse of fgre— strigatusnymph
wing (corium) with lengthy

probosicis arrowed
and its length

Tip of forewing highlighted. All

is membranous Hemiptera have
sucking
mouthparts

Hindwings are
fully membranous

Life StagesS incomplete Metamorphosis

All five photos below are of life stages of@herry Ballart Shield Bug.Commius elegans|t shows an Incomplete Metamorphosis, in
which the bug gradually changes, molting through a number of nymphal stages or instars (usually 5), increasimggrbeifreesach t
transforming into a winged adult. (Not all instars are shown here). There is no pupal stage as there is in Compietss Metamorp

Eggs First instar, newly hatched Instar Instar

(o]



Heteropterais a suborder in the orddemiptera. It includes familiar insects such as Shield Bugs, Stink Bugs,
Jewel Bugs and Assassin Bdgteropteraare commonly referred to as True Bugs, although confusingly this
name is commonly givenHemiptera as well.

The etymology of the narhieteropterac o mes from t he Greek O6heterod meaning
wings. So it means o6different wingsd and refers to the
membranous, which is a key feature of many in this group. Confusingly though, this is also the reason for the

name of the ordeHemiptera, even though mamjemiptera do not have this wing feature.

Further information and descriptions are included in the pages that follow, which are organised as below:

9 Infraorder: Cimicomorpha : Cimicomorph Bugs

I Damsel BugsNabidae

9 Lace BugsTingidae

i Plant Bugs Miridae

 Thaumastocorid Bug¥haumastocoridae
9 Assassin BugReduviidae

1 Infraorder: Gerromorpha : Semiaquatic Bugs

I Ripple BugsVelidae

9 Infraorder: Nepomorpha : Water Bugs

9 Wwater ScorpionsNepidae
1 Pygmy Water BoatmeMicronectidae
9 Typical Backswimmerdlotonectidae

9 Infraorder: Pentatomorpha : Pentatomorph Bugs

Shield BugsAcanthosomatidae

Stink Bugs Pentatomidae

Jewel BugsScutelleridae

Seed Bugs and Alliglsygaeoide (superfamily)
Stilt Bugs BerytidaelLygaeoide (superfamily)
Flat Bugs Aradidae

Leaffooted Bugs Coreidae

Hyocephalidae family

Broadheaded BugsAlydidae

Red Bugs Pyrrhocoridae

Scentless Plant BugRhopalidae

=2 =2 =4-8_48_48_9_-9_95_-9_-°



True Bugs- Heteroptera

Cimicomorph Bugs - Cimicomorpha (infraorder)

Damsel Bugs- Nabidae

The etymology of the narNabidae is unknown. The common name
Damsel Bugsrefers to their small and delicate appearance. They 3
known for their predatory behavior, feeding ontsmfted insects like

aphids, thrips, mites, insect eggs and caterpillars. If food becom
scarce they will eat each other.

Y
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They are similar to &ssassin Bugbut their bodies are slender. They
have well developed front legs similar to the raptorial legs of the
Praying Mantis, with which they use to grasp their prey.

Right:Pacific Damsel Bug Nabis kinbergii.
8mm in length. Very smaj.

Lace Bugs- Tingidae

The namdingidaec o me s

from the Latin word 6tingod meaning to 6dye
The common namieace Bugrefers to their laglike wing covers. They are very small, usdalyn@m in length. They feed on plant sap,

often causing stippling damage to leaves.

Above: Three specieslafce Bug, two of which show the

nymph as well.
Above leftOlive Lace Bug, Froggattia oliviniais very

N
:

common.

Middle:Proteatingis burckhardli my sightings of which 7]
are the only ones recorded in SA. As their name suggestl 7
they are only found on Proteaceae (hei@rewi//eq.
Upper rightNethersiasp. seen omicacia pycnantha




Plant Bugs - Miridae

The naméViiridae c 0 me s
bugso! Thei

Right: A selection d¢flant
Bugs (Family Miridae,
Infraorder
Cimicomorpha,
Suborder Heteroptera).
These were seen in Bela
NP, my backyard and thd
surrounding Adelaide

Hills.

A few of these bugs I've HEULEIE backed Bug,
been unable to identify .. | Taylorilygus apicalis |

even with the help of
experts on
Australian Hemiptera.

It does not include
Drosera Bugsand
Trilaccus mimeticus
which are written up on e

the following pages.

r

from the Latin word 06 mi

body

WY

shape is generally

Potato M}rid,
Closterotomus norwegicus B

Australian Crop Mmd
Sidnia kinbergi

rusao

ov al

meani
or

ng 6wonder
ly Vagablgg at e d

Chlmsuncharte//a i

§ schwartzi




True Bugs- Heteroptera

Above and below: Very snidifidae, tribe Leucophoropterini, seen mating aA/locasuarinasp. Impossible to identify any
further from photos, as it would be necessary to look for the presence or absence of tiny hairs and punctuations.

TheDrosera Bug, Sefocorissp. is a
specialised and very clever little bug that a

feasts on dead bugs caught in the . K2 N
viscosity of th& u n d e Wdserasy.)
sticky glands, but without getting caught

itself.

Note how theSefocorissp. are moving
freely while other bugs are stuck.

Right and below are two photos of adults
and bottom right is a nymph. The
nymphs appear quite varied in colouring
and patterning which may indicate
different instars.




Comparison
- Extraordinary Wasp Mimicry -

In the left column of the collage below is a

Braconid Mimicking Plant Bug, Trilaccus mimeticus.
In the right column isBraconid Wasp

When [ first came across Beaconid Mimicking Plant Bug, 7rifaccus mimeticus| thought it was a wasp! | had a sneaking

suspicion that it wasndt quite behaving |ike a wladkel, bu:
at the photos at home and saw its probosci s, I sthehl c o
wasp with strange mouthparts! What | was actually looking at was a bug that isia$spithramic !

Right: Included in this wasp mimicry|

is also a moth and a true fly. Furthe
information can be found under
Braconid Wasps.




True Bugs- Heteroptera

Thaumastocorid Bugs- Thaumastocoridae

The nam&@haumastocoridaec o mes from t he Greek 6thaumastosd®é meaning o6w
They are typically very small (usually under 5 mm) and somewhat flattened colfipiaiaesl to

Left: Bronze Bug,
Thaumastocoris peregrinus

This bug was found on my car. A very small bug,
only 23mm. TheBronze Bugis native to
Australia and feeds primarily ®acalyptus. 1t
has become a significant problem in many
countries wherg&ucalyptustrees have been
planted. It has a characteristic flattened body
which is suited for living under bark and in tiny
crevices.

Assassin Bugs Reduviidae

The namé&eduvidaec omes from the Latin word O6reduviad which means
their abdomen. The common nafiesassin Bugcomes from their predatorial nature: they ambush and kill other insects much like &
assassin. They have raptorial front legs, which they use to capture and subdue prey, and a sharp, curved prqiregoithia@inject
lethal saliva that liquefies its insides. They then suck out its innards.

Right: Nyllius sp. A small
Assassin Bugseen on
Goodeniasp.

Left: Another smalAssassin Bug
Trachylestes turnerseen on a WA
nativeKunzeawhich is part of the
historical plantings in Belair N¥Wote
the brilliantly camouflaged caterpillar
just behind it!
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Thread-legged Assassin Bug,
Stenolemus fraterculusis a
tiny creature with a strange
halting gait that | see regularly
on the walls of my house. It
preys mostly on spiders.

Orange Assassin Bug,
Gminatus australisvhich is
by far the most common

the second photo.

hyperaware and very wily. |

with its precisiomaimed

rostrum up a

rear end! (Beetle ID is
Lepturideasp.).

to humans.

Below:Thread Bug, Empicoris rubromacu-
/atus. A very very smaflssassin Bug

Left collage: Life cycle of the

Assassin Bugd see. The eggs
look like tiny beer bottles! Note
the freshly hatched nymph in

Itis a ruthless predator and is

have enormous respect for it! |
have seen them preying on flies,
beetles, bees and caterpillars.
Note the photo immediately left

A bite/sting from an Assassin
Bug is apparently very painful



True Bugs- Heteroptera

Semiaquatic Bugs- Gerromorpha (infraorder)

Ripple Bugs - Velidae

The family nam¥elidaec omes from t he Latin 6velod meaning to édmove s
or skim rapidly over the surface of the water.
Ripple Bugs are small (approx. 1.5 to 6mm long) and predatory, feeding on tiny organisms that live on or nearttrensaidade of
my experience they have the capacity to use the surface tension of the water supremely well, but can also lyeakdeeasigrto

Above:Microvelia sp. Two adults from this genus. They are very small and very quick, skimming rapidly
over the surface of the water and diving quickly away.

Above:Microvelia sp. Two nymphs from this genus.
Their behaviour is very similar to that of the adults above.

M M



Water Bugs - Nepomorpha (infraorder)

Water Scorpions- Nepidae

The naméepidaec omes from the Latin 6nepad meaning O6scorpiond6. T
of a scorpion and are used to grasp prey. They are also kiddatergdcorpionor Water Stickinsects Certainly when | first saw it, |
thought it was a Stick Insect.

All photos: ANeedle Bug,

Ranatra dispar
crawling out of a drying dam

Needle Bugstypically eat other
insects, tadpoles and small fis
which they pierce with their
proboscis and then inject with
saliva which both sedates and
digests their prey. They are sit J
andwait predators that live
amongst water plants. They
position themselves hedown
with their grasping legs extende
out to surprise passing prey. Likis
other members in the family thef
have a long tdike siphonor [§
breathing tube, on the rear end
their body.

[/ T

Pygmy Water Boatmen - Micronectidae

The family nam®licronectidaeme ans &6small swi mmers&6. They are tiny aquat
usually just a few millimetres long and paddle wittk@dind legs. They are common and widespread though often ovelgolsed.
small sampling of water | found MANY of the species featured below. Perhaps in coming years | will do more resétamiipteta the

that live our dams and waterways.
w

Two individuals of
Micronecta annae.
They are only 3mm
or so and very quick.
Note their slightly
different patterning.
The one on the left
was bigger than the
one on the right.




True Bugs- Heteroptera

Typical Backswimmers - Notonectidae

The naméotonectidaec o mes from the Greek words, 6énotod meaning 66b
distinctive habit of swimming on their backs with their ventral (underneath) side facing upwards. They are actadhiguomess)dé
aquatic organisms, including insects, tadpoles and even small fish.

Right, right below and belofnitharessp.
| saw many of these coming out of a drying dam at the sal
time as th&leedle Bug (previous page).

Directly below is the typical backswimming position when th .
are in the water. Right are dorsal views. Note the very long |

Left and belonCommon Backswimmers.An/Sopssp.

Left shows a typical scene of countless small Backswimmers in a dam.
Below shows a closer view of an individual nymph. Note tHertged
hind | egs which provide the power

Below:Milky Backswimmers, Notonectasp.
This is a nymph. They are named




Shield Bugs, Stink Bugs, Flat Bugs, Seed BugsPentatomorpha (infraorder)

Shield Bugs- Acanthosomatidae

The namécanthosomatidaec omes from t he Greek O6acanthod meaning O0spine
at the base of the abdomen (not shown here). For interest Shield Bugs (Acanthosomatidae) vary from Stink Bugs {Ptaatomida
they have 2 tarsi (foot parts). Pentatomidae have 3. | find MANY more Pentatomidae than | do Acanthosomatidae. .

two Above:Anischys luteovarius Nymph inset top left
tarsi and adult bottom.

male
claspers

Above: A beautiful undescrib®tield Bug.One of the delights of the
Australian bush is that there are still new species to be found, whichis
the envy of many overseas entomologists. For interest, the two tarsi of . :
Acanthosomatidaecan be clearly seen in the photo (arrowed). This isapove: TribeBlaudusini. Perhapgnariscussp.
also a male as you can see the claspers of the male genitalia just under or Stauraliasp. but unsure.

the membranous/serriansparent wings (also arrowed).

e

Above: A very small Shield Bug
Eupolemussp. Only 4mm.

M n



True Bugs- Heteroptera

Stink Bugs- Pentatomidae

The naméentatomidaec o mes f r om t he n@eraeneikn gwobrfdisv edfp eanntda 66t o mos & -me an
segmented antennae. The common r&timk Bug refers to a strongmelling defensive secretion emitted from glands in the thorax.

Comparison

Two species from one genBeecilometis
Left column is the very comm@lwecilometis strigatusnith nymph above and adult below.
Right column i®oecilometis apicalisalso with nymphs above and adult below.
Both have varying common namesBit@vn Shield/Brown Stink Bug which can lead to confusion in discussion.

Eggs and first instar nymphs

These three photos show a progression over two
weeks, from green eggs, to eggs with red spots (eye
spots) and then to hatchlings. They are
Poecilometissp. but species is unknown.

M p



Red Green Spined Stink Bug,
Morna florens.
An exquisite bug found on
Allocasuarinain Wittunga
Botanical Garden and another
local park. One of my favourite
bugs.

A S & S ;'P )
Schell enber g®aehabasdhalénkergi B u g ,
Eggs and nymphs are shown on the right.

Cherry Ballart Shield Bug,Commius elegansEggs and

nymphs are shown on the right.



True Bugs- Heteroptera

Comparison of common names

This comparison is for the common names of these two b
are frequently confused. Note that on the left Bittesporum Shield Bugand on the right is tHittosporum Bug.
The confusion that can arise from the use of common names is a good reason to use taxonomic names for sensible
discussion. Nymphs are shown as inserts.

Pittosporum Shield Bug, Pittosporum Bug,
Monteithiella humeralis Pseudapines geminata

Notius depressus Gum-tree Shield Bug, Exocarpos Bug,
Omyta centrolineata Aplerotus maculatus




Pink-rimmed Shield Bug, Horehound Bug Brown Soldier Bual,
Diemenia rubromarginata Agonoscelis rutila Cermatulus nasalis

Anaxilaus vesiculosus Kalkadoona pallida A very

distinctive pale bug.

Comparison

Two species from one
genuspPlatycoris

Left is an undescribed
Platycorissp. and right is
Platycoris rotundatus
Some are also callEdad
Stink Bugs.

My



True Bugs- Heteroptera

Genus feature - Alcaeussp.

| decided to do up this feature page after seeing this row of eggs in my garden (top). They were so exquisite that they toc
my breath away! | could not find an identification and experts did not know what they were, so it was suggested | rear ther
| brought them inside and after two weeks they hatched (three photos below top).

Above: Going by the structure of the head and antennae, the Hemipteran curator on
iNat felt strongly that the hatched nymphs wéraeussp. Their little nymph heads
already showed that they are about to form the characteristic spiny tips. Interestingly
even the fact that they began to die quickly only supported this ID, as there have
previously been significant losses when people tried to raigasdesnymphs.
They have high demands in terms of suitable conditions! | put the remaining nymphs
outside near where | found the eggs.

Adult

Right:Spined
Acacia Shield
Bug,

Alcaeus
varicornis.
Species
identification is
possible with a
adult.

Left: Two
Alcaeussp.
nymphs found
at other times.

M



Comparison

Three species from one ger@sj/rhoe.

Other
Green

Pentatomidae

Ocirrhoe dalasi Ocirrhoe prasinata Ocirrhoe unimaculata

Comparison

Four species from one gen@sispicona

Cuspicona strenuella Cuspicona obesula Cuspicona privata Green Potato Bug,
Cuspicona simplex

Southern Green Stink Bug.Nezara viridula

(introduced).
Although generally a very green bug, this darker
colouring is due to the lack of green plant material
(chlorophylls) as colour pigments. This may occur in

Europe in winter, but also, as is the case here,
Spined Citrus Bug.Bjprorulus bibax Adelaide in midummer.




True Bugs- Heteroptera

Other Brown Pentatomidae

Comparison

Right: Two species from one genus

Dictyotus. | 6 m unsur
6conspicuousd a
the taxonomic names actually refg

to. Quite small brown bugs.

Visible Net-veined Shield Bug. Dictyotus inconspicuous

Dictyotus conspicuus

Comparison

Left: Two species from one genus,
Oncocoris Oncoris geniculatusis
a bug | dve seen fre
defined markings with distinct
browns and blacks.

Oncocoris simifisl 6 ve only sce

once. The markings are more ho-
maogenous.

Oncaocaoris geniculatus Oncocoris similis

Comparison

Right: Two species from one genus,

Kapunda These are very difficult to

distinguish from one another. A very
small bug of approximately 4mm.

Lk 2

Kapunda tepperi Kapunda troughtoni

Left: Tholosanus proximusmating. A small bug |
frequently see aheptospermum/Gaudium.

Below is a nymph that could belong to either this
species oDictyotus (above).




Jewel Bugs- Scutelleridae

The namécutelleridaec o mes from t he Latin word &édscutell umd, meaning
covers most of the abdomen and looks like a small shield. The flight wings are hidden under the scutellum. Thelgadetalosely r
Pentatomidae but are often iridescent or metallic in colour.

By far the most commalewel Bugin the area is theed
Jewel Bug.Choerocoris paganusl usually see it on
Dodonaea viscosal_eft is a collage of adults and nymphs.

Below is a collage that shows how variable this species is. |
love patterns in nature, so it fascinates me that although they
are similar, each is strikingly different from the others. |
havendt found two that are
size, markings and distribution of markings, is breathtaking.

Above:Variable Shield Bug.Choerocoris variegatus
The same genuSfioerocoris as thdRed Jewel Bug
Both the common and taxonomic name refer to the fact
that this species is highly variable in colouring and
patterning.




True Bugs- Heteroptera

Green Shield Backed Bug,
Coleotichus costatus

Frequently seen oficacia pycnantha
The nymphs are highly coloured and
iridescent, while the adult is superbly
camouflaged and slenmoving. On close
inspection the adult does however have
much fine iridescence particularly in the
stippling. Below is a side view.

Solenotichus circuliferus\When | first saw this bug from a distance | thought it was a Leaf Beetle because of its shape. But
as | neared, the head shape and proboscis clearly showed it was a bug. The circular indented marks on the saltellum are ty
of this species! Of note is the photo of its underside which clearly shows the scent glands! Quite a beautiful structure! The
proboscis is also clear in this photo. Note the slight iridescence on dorsal views.

abdominal
spiracles




Burrowing Bugs - Cydnidae

The family nam€ydnidaec o mes from t he Greek word 6kydnosd which me
coloration. | have only seen these bugs sporadically and often quite by chance on the ground or on my car. Thelywould gen
prefer to be burrowing down into soil, sand or leaf litter. They are quite- §math3and their legs have strong spines and
hardened (sclerotised) bodies which are adaptions for digging. On first sight | have often thought they are Beetles.

Left: Adrisasp. seen briefly on a wall. It dropped down
to the ground as soon as it was aware of me. Note the
strong spines on its legs.

Below: Two different individuals frdmbe Geotomini,
both seen on my car. The photo in the middle clearly shows
the proboscis and right clearly shows the wings of Hemiptera.

Seed Bugs and Allies Lygaeoidea (superfamily)

The naméygaeoideac omes from t he Greek word 6lygaios®é6 which means
brightly coloured, this might refer to the darker colouring of the majority of species. They are generally ovaliosbepeatase 4
segmented antennae and have piercing and sucking mouthparts adapted for feeding on seeds and other plant matter.

Comparison
Two examples from one genl/sius.

Very Conon Left: False Chinch Bug,Nysius sp. adult (left) with

two nymphal instars (right). These are by far the most
commonLygaeidael see. Very small. Many can not
be IDed to species.

Below:Rutherglen Bug, AVysius vinitor is quite
distinctive in various characteristics such as the

l ength of antennal segmen
has learnt to discern this species out from genus.




True Bugs- Heteroptera

Comparison
Dirt -coloured Seed Bugs Two brightlycolouredSeed Bugshat are sometimes
. . confused. Left islelanerythrus mactans
RhyparOChromldae (famlly) Right isSpilostethus pacificus

Dirt-coloured Seed Bugsare often dark brown
like soil. Always walhmouflaged.

7z

Seed Bug.Dieuches notatus

False Grass Bugs
Pachygronthidae (family)

Left: Cottonseed

Bug, Oxycarenus
luctuosus.From the
family Oxycarenidae.
On Alogynecultivar.

Udeocoris rolandi




Stilt Bugs - Berytidae

Stilt Bugs also belong to tHeygaeoidea guperfamilyp n  t he previ ous page, but | 8ve gi Ve
are visually so different. The etymology of the Bamytidaeis unknown. As their common name suggests they have long legs anc
slender bodies. They are often confused with some of thétsmadl Bugs (Reduviidae)

Geranium Stilt Bug, Chinoneides tasmaniensiss a very common bug around the garden, usually séenaoiiumsor
Pelargoniumsor near by walls. They feed on plant juices, and bo
joints. Adults can be fully winged, partially winged or have no wings at all. Bottom left is a rare image of thé-eimmedesopave a
bulging abdomen while males are straight up and down.

A very rare bug!
The only known photo
in the world!

Left: Bezu maijponga

From a very common bug above to a
very rare one. This is the only
photographed sighting of this species in
Australia and the world. Of note is the
horn on the head which is pointing
forward horizontally. The key and
descripton i @ NP aa> D®DPCPDP mcbpnz LI
oMy bSARSE ®FALRYy3A!l

This was an i mportant fi:r1
on the wall of a toilet block!



https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/page/40996535#page/361/mode/1up
https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/page/40996535#page/361/mode/1up

True Bugs- Heteroptera

Flat Bugs - Aradidae

The naméradidaec omes from t he Greek 6éaradd meaning 6ploughingd ¢
may resemble freshly ploughed soil. As their common name suggests they are characterised by flattened bodies vibilbbeallow th
under bark and in crevices. They are often associated with fungi and feed on mycelia and fungal spores.

Above:Neuroctenis grandisis the most commoklat Bug | see. The two photos on the left are nymphs and right are adults.
|l dm i dentifying the nymphs of this species due to the

Above:/sodermussp. Again the nymphs pictured in the left two photos were associated with the adults in the right two
photos. Found under bark.

Left and right: Two
unknown species of
Aradidaenymphs.
The patterning of
those on the right |
thought was
particularly beautiful.




| eaf-footed Bugs - Coreidae

The nameé&oreidaec omes from the Greek word 6koreod meaning O6to swee
leaflike structures on the hind legs of some species in the Goréigachave elongated bodies, wieleloped hind legs and piercing
sucking mouthparts to feed on plant sap. They are typicaltyaslowy and rely on camouflage or chemical defenses to ditarpre

Comparison

Two species from one gendgyorbus.
Left: Eucalyptus Tip-wilter Bug, Amorbus obscuricornisshowing two nymphal stages and an adult.
Right:Clown Bug, Amorbus rubiginosuswith three nymphal stages and a very fresh adult (adults are usually darker in
colour). The common name comes from the bright colours of the nymphs.

Very common

Left: Crusader Bug.Mictis
profanashowing three
nymphal stages and the
adult (right) with a very

distinctive cross across its
body, which no doubt gives
it its common name.
It is a very common bug.
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