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Butterflies and Moths belong to the ofdepidoptera. The word_epidopterac omes fr om t he Ancient G
and O0pterad (wing), and refers to the fact that t

Scales on the wing of a fen@enmon Brown,
Heteronympha merope.

Interestingly, there are actually greater differences between various species of Moths than there are between Matks and Butte

There are many many more Moth species than there are Butterfly species. In Australia for instance there are approximately ol
400 species of Butterfly, most of which are described. This is compared to over 20,000 species of Moths and itatasstimated t
many again are undescribed. | have frequently found undescribed Moths in Belair National Park and the surroundéng areas. | h

not included any Moths in this publication for which | have been unable to find an identification.

Butterflies and Moths are crucial pollinators in in the ecosystem. They possess a specialised proboscis, whieldiskzlong, coi
used for sipping nectar from flowers.
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Moths and Butteflies - Lepidoptera

Differences between Moths and Butterflies

Below are some of the most noticeable differences between Moths and Butterflies. It must be noted however,
that these are generalisations and that there are many exceptions.

Moths Butterflies

Life cycle

1. Moths are more heavily
built and fluffier. Butter-
flies are smoother and
leaner.

2. Moth antennae are leafy
or feathery. Butterfly an-
tennae are smooth with a
club shape at the end.

3. Moths hold their wings
flat when at rest. Butterflies
hold their wings upright.
Butterflies do sunbake with
wings flat.

4. Moth colours can be less
vibrant. Butterflies are often
vividly coloured and pat-
terned. There are however
many exceptions to both
these statements.

5. Moths are generally active at
night. Butterflies are generally
active during the day. The are,
however, many ddlying

moths.

6. Moths have a frenulum
which couples their wings
together so they move as one
in flight. Butterflies do not
have this.

7. Moths form a silk pupa
called a cocoon. Butterflies
have a chrysalis made of hard-
ened protein. There are a
number of exceptions.

Although these photos are from different species, and there is immense variation in be-
tween species, they still give a good idea of the complete metamorphosis of Lepidoptera. .

Eggs laid in rows.

vae/caterpillars feed On its own. Many of the

Newly hatched lar- Single mature caterpillar pypa/chrysalis

voraciously and en smaller caterpillars pro-

masse.

vided food for birds,

wasps and other critters.

(o]

(or cocoon).

Adult Moth or
Butterfly.



Sedge Moths Glyphiptigidae

Glyphiptigidae are a family of small moths. The common rid@dge Mothscomes from the fact that the larvae
feed on sedges and rushes. | have seen two species in Belair NP, usually feeding on nectar. See comparison below.

Comparison

Two moths from one genus
(Glyphipterix).

Top: Glyphipterix chrysoplanetis.
Wingspan 6mm.

Bottom:Metallic Sedge Moth,
Glyphipterix meteora.Wingspan 8mm

Although looking superficially similal
their markings are quite different.

G. chrysoplanetishas two distinct whit
ovalsG. meteorahas three white mark
that reach the edge of the wings.

Fairy Longorn Moths - Adelidae

Above : Thre&lyphipterix me-

teorafeeding on the nectar of an

Australian Buttercup, Ranun-

culus lappaceus| frequently see
both species on yellow flowers.

Left: Glyphipterix chrysopla-

netis alighting briefly on a blade

of grass.

The naméddelidaec o mes from t he Gr eek,

6Adel ad

lars are so well hidden. Long antennae, metallic wings and small size ardtdglidakof

Long-horned Fairy Moth, Ne-
mophora laurella. An exquisite
tiny moth that is active @ursaria
spinosaflowers in summer. The
mot hs can be se
the plants. Wing span is less than
10mm. These are a favourite of
mine although difficult to photo-
graph because they are so quick
Of note are the green eyes, long
antennae and metallic wings.
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Moths - Lepidoptera

Sunloving or Shield-bearing Moths -
Heliozelidae

Heliozelidae are frequently referred toStsield-bearing Moths because their caterpillars cut stibltped cases
from | eaves. However their Latin name actually comes

6rival ofd or ©6jeal ous of 6 Hlgngandseemtodaeceinthesant hs ar e

v

. I . Left: Dancing!
My experience witHeliozelidae was one of my 9

most exciting moth experiences. Middle two photos: Clas-
sic posture with wings
splayed for laying eggs.
Abdomen is pressed deep
into the flower.

One day in September, 2021 | stopped to look dow
at some floweringrickly GuineaFlower, Hib-

bertia exutiacies and | happened to witness the
most amazing display of a very small black and wh
moth on its outstretched petals. It circled around
and around, up and down, dancing, running, all at
very high speed. | had never seen anything like it a
| felt a thrill of discovery. | took some photos and a
short video and went home to research the identity
of the moth. When | had no immediate success, |
posted the photos on iNaturalist and was very quick
ly contacted by two researchers from gearong
citizen science project the subject of which was the
Surtloving Moths (Heliozelidae) of Australia! My
moth was &un-loving Moth that had not yet been
described!

Bottom: Dancing again!

And so began a correspondence, and also a delight- i
ful, albeit often frustrating, preoccupation with cap-

turing more footage and photos for their project, but

| also began to look at other families and species of

moths with much greater interest!

Metalmark Moths - Choreutidae

Choreutidaeor Metalmark Moths are a family of small moths that are known for their shiny or metallic scales. Their
behaviour is quite distinct and believed to mimic the angular and rapid movelemggfSpiders, Salticidae

Small Thistle Moth, Te-
benna micalis.
Wingspan is approximately
10mm. | have only seen this
one species detalmark
Moth in Belair NP and
surrounds. It was very ac-
tive in the gardens of Old
Government House.




Plume Moths - Pterophoridae

The naméterophoridaec o mes from t he Greek words O6pterond mean
bearer or carrier. They are small moths and have very distinctive and imreedgedgble wings
that resemble feathers and which are held flat when at rest.

Fire-flag Plume Moth, Sphenarches
anisodactylusshowing wings and classic
posture.

Dowdy Plume Moth,
Stenoptilia zophodactylus.

Standgeia

xerodes. Right: Sid®n view.
Above: On a

wall. All Plume Moths on this

Left: Living dan-
gerously on car-
nivorousSun-
dews, Drosera!

page have a wing span of ap
prox. 1cm, so they are very
small.

Diamondback Moths - Plutellidae

The namélutelidaec omes from the Greek word O6ploutosd meaning ab
these Iittle moths. The common name ODi amondbackd refe

Left: Diamondback Moth, Plutella xy-
lostella, has worldwide distribution and is
regarded as a pest to agriculture. This mg

was found near my vegetable garden.

Right: ADiamondback Moth found in
Belair NP. There is an Australian Dia-
mondback Moth but it is not easily identifi
able. This moth can only be identified to

Complex Plutella xylostellaaustraliana.




Moths - Lepidoptera

Australian Parasite Moths - Cyclotornidae

Cyclotornidaeis a poorly documented family of moths that is uniquely Australian and includes only five known species. In earl
instars these caterpillars are predators and don't look like caterpillars at all! Th8ggleeinsectsand also, as my photos
show,Psyllids! Later on the caterpillars are thought to emit a kairomone that induces the ants to take them into their nest, whe
they continue to prey but now on the | ar vlaco kainndg & umpaateh

Left: This is an interesting scene playing out in Belair NP and an amazing exam
of symbiotic relationships.

On theséAcacia pycnantha leaveare 3 species:

1. Many very smaiktizzia sp., Jumping Plant Licenymphs Psyllids).
2.Iridomyrmex, Rainbow Antswhich are eating the sugary excreta dfdtze
zaas well as 6éprotecting' them.

3. The round circled critters which are early instars of a caterpillar (!!) in predatc
mode of arAustralian Parasite Moth, Cyclotorna spAs you can see some are
the same size as theizzia nymphs so very very small. It is so interesting that
they don't look like caterpillars.

Right: This photo shows a more mature
later instar of a caterpillar in predato
mode of arAustralian Parasite Moth,

Cyclotorna sp.

Fungus and Clothes Moths- Tineidae

Tineidae are small to mediusized moths. They are unusual because the larvae, rather than feeding on plants, feed on fungi
lichens and even feathers or bones. Sore&lae have adapted to the marade environment and feed on fabrics, and as
such are regarded by humans as pests.

Wool Moth, Monopis icterogastra Edosaspl 6ve seen-many
coloured Edosa sp. over time. They are
impossible to identify beyond genus.

Casebearing Clothes Moth,
Tinea sp.larva.



Case Moths- Psychidae

The caterpillars ¢¥sychidaeconstruct a case out of silk and other mate
rials like plant matter, sticks, or sand/soil. When resting these cases
attached to leaves, trees and galls (as photo right shows) but are othg
mobile. They are extremely well camouflaged. Only the male ever ta
wing. The female spends her life in the case and lays her eggs in the
To mate the male may extend his abdomen into the case, or the fe
may briefly leave the case.

Below: The distinctive and immediately
recognisablBaggot Case Moath,
Clania ignobilis constructs a case from
equalsized twigs except for one which is
longer than the others. This is used by
the male to alight on for mating.

Comparison

Two moths from one
genusHlyalarcta).

Left: Ribbed Case

Moth, Hyalarcta

nigrescens Nat
work of art!

Right: Common
Leaf Case Moth,

Hyalaracta hueb-
neri.

Comparison

Two moths from one genus
(Lepidoscia).

Left isLepidoscia charcotaand
right is a heaviljnarked_epidoscia
cataphracta.L epidosciaare very
small moths that build a tapering
cylindrical case from their food
plants (see below).

This early instar case below is typidaépidosciaand a few other related species. It is impossible to
accurately identify them until they are older. This one was highly mobile, moving quickly around the leaf.




Moths - Lepidoptera

Concealer Moths- Oecophoridae

(superfamily Gelechioidae - Curved-horn Moths)

The four families of moths that follow all belong to the superfasidghioidae.Undoubtedly there are countless moreGighgchi-
oidaei n Bel air NP and surrounding areas but these give a g
identify to genus.

Oecophoridaeis a family of moths within this superfamilefechioidae Oecophoridaeare a diverse group of small to medium

sized moths with distinctive colours and patterns. The common naoreeéler Mothsrefers to the behaviour of the larvae which

conceal themselves within their habitat. They construct shelters or hide in plant materials like leaves, barleottbikisepres
from predators.

Comparison
Below: These thrd#hilobota sp.moths are quite common. | have seen many other moths in the park that
mayePhilobotasp.but | have been unable to accurately ident

Philobota partitella Philobota impletella Philobota arabella
(also see below)

Philobota impletellacamouflaged ontucalyptus leaf and high-
lighted by a brief moment of sunshine. A natural artwork.

¢



Above:Tube Concealercaterpillars of genttemibela

make a hollow tube from small twig and live inside as pro-

tection. They change tube when they grow up. They pupate

inside the tube as well. | see these brilliant little tubes rea-
sonably often.

Above:Tanyzancla argutellaA beautiful small moth.

Wingspan approx. 2cm.

Other Concealer Moths:
Right:.ChezalaspThi s i s a moth | dve jseen

. i ..‘;.’__‘,
Right belowThema sp. — e

Left belowOcystola crytallinais a distinctive moth
| dve seen a number of




Moths - Lepidoptera

Flat-bodied Moths - Depressariidae

(superfamily Gelechioidae - Curved-horn Moths)

Depressariidaeis also a family of moths within the superfamiedéchioidae Depressariidaeare a diverse group
of smal to mediurrsized moths that mostly live in shelters made of leaves joined with silk. Those represented here,
however, make houses of their frass (droppings) held together wéthesgkotos below. The common nanieaif
bodied Mothsrefers to the slender and more elongated shape of their bodies.

Comparison
Two moths from one genusypertropha).

Hypertropha chlaenota.

Hypertropha tortriciformis.

A house of frass (insect poop)

The caterpillars ¢iypertropha hide in beautiful tunnels created from their frass and
held together with silk. | frequently see these constructions on Eucalyptus leaves.

Left: Closaup
view of the frass
framework held
together with silk.

Right: This photo
shows the beauti
fully constructed

entrance.




Feather-legged Moths - Stathmopodidae

(superfamily Gelechioidae - Curved-horn Moths)

The word 6Stathmopodad comes from the Greek and mea
liar resting posture, with the back legs stuck up in the air. This is a handy pointer for identifying this family.

Eriococcus Caterpillar, Stathmopoda melanochrahe com-
mon name comes from the fact that the caterpillar feeds on s
such a&sum Tree Scale, Eriococcus coriaceu$ar right). To [
get an idea of sizing, see photo top middle right with my finge

Leatherleaf SporeEater, Cali-
cotis crucifera.Both the moth
and mature larva are very small,
approximately 6mm. The larva
feeds on the spores of ferns and
also builds silk tubes disguised
with spores on the underside of

fern fronds.

Long-horned Moths - Lecithoceridae
(superfamily Gelechioidae - Curved-horn Moths)

Crocanthes glycine A very
small moth with only two
observations overall in South
Australia. It has a wing span
of approximately 1.5cm.




Moths - Lepidoptera

Leafroller Moths - Tortricidae

Tortricidae are a large family of moths known for their distinctive behavior of rolling or folding leaves for
shelter during their larval stage. They are found worldwide with some maligned as pests to human agriculture
because they feed on the leaves, fruits and buds of crops.

Left and abovescolio-

plecta comptana Note its
extraordinary blue eyes. It

is rare to see this in moths. A Thrincog“hora Clarana clarana.
lignigerana.
Comparison

Two moths from one genussthenoptycha.

Asthenoptycha sphaltica.

Left: The tiny vacated rolled leaf of a
Leafroller Moth attached to a weed plant
Boneseed, Osteospermum moniliferum.

Below: Tiny rolled leaf orEaicalypt.

Cotton Tipworm Moth,
Crocidosema plebejana.




Crambid Snout Moths- Crambidae

Crambidae, Crambid Snout Mothor Grass Mothsare a diverse group of small to meesimad moths characterised
by the presence of specialised elongated labial palps that resemble a snout. Some of these moths are very common.

TheTree Lucerne Moth, Uresiphita ornithopteralisis a very com-

mon moth in grassland, flying low in the bush and camouflaged on leaf
litter. The three comparison photos directly below show the variability
within the species. Bottom left: Distinctive bright yellow hind wing.
Bottom right: Elongated O6dsnout &

PN AW L\ iy .
N 6& NS /‘/ ]

Comparison

Above: Four moths from one gemiexinota sp.
H retails, H pedionoma. H xylophaea. H grrammellus

Comparison
Three moths from one genBsopariasp.
Scoparia exhibitalison the left i¥ergommon.Sco-
paria spelea(middle) anécoparia oxygondright)

are much less common.

Cabbage Centre Grub,

Hellula hyralis.
. Glaucocharis sp.
Cotton Web. Splhne_r. Nacoleia rhoeoalisa
Achyra affinitalis. fairly common moth.



Moths - Lepidoptera

Pyralid Snout Moths - Pyralidae

Pyralidae, Pyralid Snout Mothsr Grass Mothsare very similar @8rambidae(previous page). MaRyralidaeare inconspicu-
ous, although some included on this page have quite distinctive &@onigislaeis sometimes grouped unégralidaeas a
subfamily, creating one of the largest moth families. The difference between Pyralid and Crambid Snout moths hsages on the a
or presence of a tiny tympanal organ cafegezinctoritine description of which is beyond the scope of this publication.

Left: Endotricha py-
rosalis. These moths rest

naturally in a unique trian-
gular pose with the head
lifted high. They have
been likened to a Delta
winged aircraft about to
lift off!

Below:Spectrotrota fimbrialis! havendt s
adult of this species but | have seen the larva a num-
ber of times. Distinctive sparse white hairs, orange

dorsal line and a brown head.

" . : P e Y
&. n’.;, z e “‘T& 3 “‘(\ ‘Cu- |

Homoeosoma vagellaAnother un-

ot - ALy A T

Crocydopora cinigerellaAn unre-

markable grey moth identified by the remarkable grey moth identified by the
orange spot on the upper wing margin. mid-wing darker streaks.

Left: Wattle Gall Moth, Gauna ae-
gusalis. The larvae of this moth feed on
the Acacia rust galldromycladium sp.

In its resting posture it holds its abdomen
curved up in the air, this one likely a fe-
male releasing pheromones to attract a
male for mating.




Burnet or Forester Moths- Zygaenidae

Zygaenidaeis a family of moths characterised by their vibrant and
often metalliecolored wings. This coloration is a fascinating example
of aposematism, warning predators of their genuine toxicity: the
contain hydrogen cyanide at all stages of their life cycle!

Zygaenidaeoften occur in tropical regions, but are also seen in
temperate zones. There is one very prolific and beautiful species|
Belair NP in sprin@atin-green Forester, Pollanisus viridipulver-
ulenta. Photos show moths on a variety of flowers, below on
Brunonia australis right onWahlenbergia spand right below on
Pimelea sp.

Left: Caterpillar frordygaenidae As there is only one species in this
area and in South Australia, it is likely Batim-green Forester, Pol-

lanisus viridipulverulenta.However, unless actually raised to adulthood

it canot be 100% verified.

MC




Moths - Lepidoptera

Cup Moths- Limacodidae

Limacodidae or Cup Moths are best known for their extraordinary, reolibured slugjke caterpillars. As a defense
mechanism the caterpillars have brigleflyured urticating hairs that stand erect when it is disturbed. A sting from these
can cause human beings intense pain. Their common r@npehdbths comes from the cuiike shape of their cocoons
that resemble a small gumnut. The moths are small and hairy, and often quite dull in colour compared to their caterpillar.
The eggs are covered by the hair of the mother moth.

Tk

'*;'n
&S

Above:Four-spotted Cup Moth, Doratifera quadriguttata.The common name comes from the fact that the moth has four
spots on its winggwo on each as shown above. The moth is small, dull and brown and not easily seen in the bush. The urti-
cating hairs of the caterpillar are red.

Below:Painted Cup Moth, Doratifera oxleyi.The moths of this species are dimorphic: males and females are different. Be-
low right is a male moth which is orange on the back and white underneath. The wings are transparent with a bluish ting
Male wingspan is only 2cm while females are 5cm! The urticating hairs on the caterpillar are yellow as showrobelow left. .
shown is an earlier instar of the caterpillar. It has quite different coloration to the more mature specimen.




Geometer Moths- Geometridae

Geometridaei s t he | argest moth family. The namémeasawapandrefers om t
to the way the caterpillar moves in a |l ooping fashion
Inchworms. Moths usually hold their wings flat, the upper pair longer than the lower pair. They generally blend into their

background and are mostly nifijing.

Fallen Bark Looper Moth, Gas-

trophora henricaria.A very apt com-
mon name; | truly thought she was
bit of bark when | saw her. See he
extraordinary camouflage against a g
tree trunk (bottom right). This is a §
pregnant female, see photo below w
large abdomen full of eggs.

Of note is the orange underwing (above). Both sexes have

orange underwing although it is differently patterned. Mal

have a black stripe acros

Wingspan of female is approx. 8 cm. The male is smaller
6cm. Itis a large moth.

Pink Arhodia, Arhodia lasiocampariaAnother

larger moth with a wingspan eB&m. A very vari-

able gpecies, the underwing varying in colour from

pink to a dull grey, although the line across it is the

same. Most have a row of dots approx. 5mm from
the edge of each forewing.

| have only seen this moth in this area in the last
year.

.

Following page: A collage of sele@edmeter Moths.This is by no
means an exhaustive list but does give an idea of the extraordir
number of species just in this area. | have seen many more Geornr
Moths for which | have been unable to find an identification

My
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A selection oGeometrid caterpillars. They are also called
0i wolm msd or 61l ooper sfegsbeca e Wl egs
are positioned only on the ends of their body, not in the

mi ddl e. This causes them
is difficult to identify caterpillars and they often have to b
raised to adulthood for an accurate ID.

Above and belovChlenias sp.A

caterpillar grows and moults man

times and can look very differen
each time. -

Above and below: It is too difficult
to accurately identify these two cater-
pillars. The one aboweaye Ar-
hodia sp the lowemaybe aBlack
Geometrid

Above: Capusauculloides. A caterpillar distinctive
enough to make an identification.

Emerald Moths, Geometrinaeare a sufamily withinGeometridae They are small-
er moths that generally have very distinctivegbb@s colourings. At times their cam-
ouflage is astonishing. | have seen six species (below). They are a favourite of

IOn

** . Spotted-fringe Emerald (Chiorocoma externa)

v
L

Right aboveEmerald Moth | had rescued off the path on a very windy day. It is sit
ting on my thumb. Right below: Can you spot the brilliantly camotftageald
Moth? Seen in a toilet block in Belair NP.



Moths - Lepidoptera

Lappet Moths - Lasiocampidae

The namé.asiocampidaec o mes from t he Greek 6l asi od meaning 0O6wo

The common name OLappetd refers to the flap ik

» ——

Right is a beautiful mal#zexa Moth, Genduara
punctigerawith transparent wings.
Below is an example of a caterpillar showing th
flaps or lappets above its legs/prolegs. This is pd
sibly also &rexa Moth, or certainly very similar.

The naménthelidaec omes from t he Gr eek 0
6elidond meaning 6swal I|-likevedpearahce of
the hindwings of some of the mothAathelidae are only found in Australia 8§
and New Guinea. They are noted for their very large hairy caterpillars witf)
heads and urticating hairs. Moths are medium to large size.

Above right: Very lard&erolocera spcaterpillar. Below rigf@mphali-
odes obscurd@A caterpillar | see fairly often with distinct marks along its b

Below:Urticating Anthelid, Anthela nicothoe A large and beautiful moth.
Note the feathered antennae.



Goat or Carpenter Moths - Cossidae

The Cossidaeinclude many species that have large caterpillars and moths. Some moths have a 17cm wingspan. The com
mon name ofoat Mothscomes from the fact that many of the caterpillars have an unpleasant smell. The common name
Carpenter Mothscomes from the fact that most of the caterpillars are borers in trees.

Above:Wattle Goat Moth, Endoxyla litu-

ratus. A fabulous large moth almost like a

Tufted Goat Moth, Archae- small bird. It was a delight to see it. Length of
the moth was approx. 7cm. The female moth

oses polygraphaWingspan is
approx. 4cm. As withtiloma- lays eggs in holes she has boredAicacia
species. The caterpillars then bore through

cra senex below) the eggs are
laid in circular patterns around  the wood, making a honeycomb of tunnels.
food plant st ems ltslifecyle ean take wpro fouryeas.

moth a couple of times. This Of interest is the fact that thiditchetty
photographed specimen was  Grub, a highprotein food source for Aborig-

found on the wall of my house. ind Audtrdians, isthe large caterpillar of sev-
eralEndloxyla species.

A2

Left and rightPtilomacra senexeggs. This is
one example where |

moth or the caterpillar and yet the eggs can b

easily identified because they are so distinctiv
They are laid on the branches of food trees.

Once hatched, the caterpillars bore into and liv

inside the stems &frass Trees, Xanthorrhoea

sp. See sizing with my finger (left).

H H



Moths - Lepidoptera

Prominent Moths - Notodontidae

The naméNotodontidaec omes from t he Greek meani nligetbtbfhark t oot hod
on the trailing edge of the forewings. Their common Ramnginent Moths also refers to this tuft of hair.
The moths tend to be heavgdied and long winged.

Above and below: The distinctive-bdaickwhite larvae
(caterpillars) dfong-tailed Bombyx, Trichiocercus
sparshalli. The more mature instar below.

Above: From the same genus as the larvae to the left, but a
different specie3richiocercus mesomelagdeceased). The
moths of both species are however very similar with this one

having black hairs around the end of the abdomeh and
sparshallii (left) having brown. Additionally the caterpillars

of T. sparshallihave black bands as shown left, whareas

mesomelashave brown.

Above and belov®chre RoughHead, Hylaeora dilucida | was
thrilled to see this beautiful large moth camouflaged at the base of
tree where | assume she was laying eggs. Length of my small fing

Above and below: A very exciting observation of the lanBaoika

sia Moth, Psalidostetha banksiaelt is the largest caterpillar | have

ever seen; the size of my finger. Note how its head is curled back int
its characteristic defensive posture.




Cutworm Moths and Allies - Noctuidae

The naméNoctuidaei s deri ved from the Latin word &édnoctuad which
wings are folded like an owl. As such, they are alsaDseléddvioths. Their other common nan@utworm refers to the way
that the larvae cut through stems and as such are deemed an agricultural pest by humans.

Yellow-banded DayMoth, Willow-herb Day-Moth, Hypoperidea tonsa.
Eutrichopidia latinus. Phalaenoides tristifica.

Australian Fruitworm, Brown Cutworm Inland Armyworm,

Helicoverpa punctigera. Agrotis munda. Persectania dyscrita.

. o

Neumichtis saliaris. Proteuxoa sp.

Slender Burnished Brass,
Thysanoplusia orichalcea.

Left: A wonderful visi-
tor on my front porch.
The endangerdgb-
gong Moth, Agrotis
infusa. It is on the
IUCN Red List of
Threatened Species.

Greenblotched Moth
Cosmodes elegans.




Moths - Lepidoptera

Tufted Moths - Nolidae

Nolidae are a family of moths previously includeddctuidae. The etymology is not known. The moths
are mostly small with dull colouring. The caterpillars also have muted colourings and groups of small hairs.

The only member ddolidae | have come across is the very prd@fien Leaf Skeletoniser, Uraba lugenst is the one moth for
which | have photographed the eggs, caterpillars and the adult (below left). Eggs are laid in neat lines. Another tdigdon name

Hatter, because as it grows the caterpillar wears the discarded heads of previous moults on its head, presumably as a defen
effect of the caterpillar on Eucalyptus leaves is often quite visible (right) but | have observed over many st all
and the caterpillars provide a bountiful food source for birds.

Oenosandrid Moths- Oenosandridae

As withNolidae (above)Denosandridae Mothswere
also previously includedNioctuidae. Oenosandridae
are a small family of moths only occurring in Australia.

The only member of
Oenosandridael have
come across is
Boisduval's Autumn
Moth, Oenosandra
boisduvalii. Left is the
female moth and right is
the male. Interestingly,
because the male and
female look so markedly
different, for a long time
they were thought to be
two different species!




Underwing, Tiger, Tussock Moths Erebidae

Erebidaeis one of the largest families of moth and contains many of tkeawell moths, such as thiger
Moths. TheEwebidbaded from the Greek word O6Erebosdé the
referring to the nocturnal habits of many moths.

Comparison Below:Black-and-white Tiger Moth, Ardices
; glatignyi, adult and its very w&lln o wn 6 Wo ol | vy
Two moths from one genuar(lices). Bearo caterpillar. Also s
Black-and-white Tiger Light Ermine Moth,
Moth, Ardices glatignyi Ardices canescens.

Comparison
Two moths from one genuSgndava.

Fungi Snout,
Sandava

scitisignata.

Below left: The very wédhownHeliotrope Moth,

Utetheisa pulchelloides Also called Saltand-Pepper
Moth, for obvious reasons! Below midBied Dropping

Lichen Moth, Halone sejuncta One of the many ani-

mals that looks like bird droppings, in order to confuse Sandava | 4
predators. Below rigiwfedged Rhapsa Rhapsa suscita- xylistis.
talis.
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Moths - Lepidoptera

Top left:Australian Magpie Moth,
Nyctemera amicus Top rightOm-
nivorous Tussock Moth, Acyphas
semiochrea Note the tussocks on
the o6tail 6 @&dinted h
Apple Moth, Orgyia anartoides |
have only ever seen the caterpillars
Immediately recognisable by the dis
tinctive placement of the tufts. Right} ,
below:Southern Moon Moth, Dasy- k: 5
podia selenophoraNote the close ;
up photo of the
sumably deceives predators. Left:
Clouded Footman, Anestia om-
brophanes showing distinctive pupa
caterpillar and moth.

Comparison
Three moths from one gend®(mess3.

Favoured Footman, Double Yellowpatched Snowy Footman,
Termessa gratiosa. Footman, Termessa Termessa nivosa.

zonophanes.




Butterflies

Skippers- Hesperiidae

HY

Green GrasdDart, Ocy-

Hesperiidae or Skippersare smaller Butterflies named for
their quick and darting movements (skipping). They have
hooked antennae and seem to prefer open sunny areas.

badistes walkeri(also called

Southern GrassDart). A com-
mon active Butterfly in the

warmer months, particularly
when introduced plants such as
Scabiosa(far right) are flower-
ing in Belair NP. This Butterfly
is also common in backyards in

the surrounding areas. 20mm

Heath Ochre, Tra-
pezites phigalia.
Uncommon in Belair
and only seen in quiet
er open parts of the
park. They fly quickly
and low to the
ground. Above:
Heath Ochre on
Pimelea humilis.
30mm wingspan.

wingspan.

Orange PalmDart Cephrenes augiadesA

verybrief sighting in my garden. The intensity of
orange is true to colour.



